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Wow!! 2016 has come and gone in a blur, and with it many changes have occurred
at the library. Several of our staff have retired and new faces have taken on their
roles (notice I did not say “have taken their place” as no one could fill their shoes),
our building has a new name, and two brand new positions have been added.
Whether you are one who embraces change or prefers the status quo, many of us
set resolutions this time of year in hopes of a desired outcome (change). This year,
we at the Fairfield County Library have done the same. Some of our wishes are
listed below in hopes that you all will be patient with us as we strive to achieve
these goals. Please keep in mind that all of these changes are to improve your library experience as we always try to keep our patrons in mind.
* We have hired a new Adult Services Librarian who will do the following:
- Develop computer courses for both beginning computer users and
advanced users,
- Create programs geared towards our adult patrons,
- Coordinate programming with adult programs and children’s
programming, and
- Revitalize our bookmobile.
* The Friends will be offering two used books sales this coming year: one in
May and the other in October. Both will run for two weeks only!
* Our annual Read-In will have a new venue this year. This year we will be at
the Fairfield County Recreation Center on April 19.
* Summer Reading programs will feature more performers than ever!!
* We hope to unveil a new website as well as improve our WiFi capabilities.
* Our phones will be answered by an automated attendant who will direct your
calls, advise about our operating hours, and inform the caller if we are closed.
* A community section located near the public computers will now display
local events, job opportunities, and programs available to the public.
We are also open to suggestions as to how we can improve your library experience. Please feel free to jot down your ideas, email them to us, call us with your
ideas, or tell us face-to-face. Thank you for a wonderful 2016 and we look forward
to an amazing 2017. Happy New Year!!!

BOOKBYTES

PAGE 2

VOLUME XVIII, ISSUE 1

Director’s Notes!
Eric Robinson
This time of year, as the old year passes and the new is just beginning, I like to look back at
what made last year so great and what could be improved upon going forward. The highlight
of 2016 for me was working with an awesome staff. I have never worked with such dedicated people and feel very blessed to spend the bulk of my day with them. Although there are
10 different personalities and 10 different opinions on how to make something happen, we
all have the same goal in mind - serving our patrons. If I can be convinced that a new idea,
program, or procedure will better serve our patrons, my answer is always “go for it”. If it
works, great; if it doesn’t work, what did we learn from it and how can we make it better?
With these thoughts in mind, we look forward to 2017 and the many opportunities it will
bring us at the library!

Upcoming Library Events
During the months of January, February and
March, the library will display art from several of
our local artists. January will showcase art by Kitty Rabb and her art students, February will showcase art by Christy Buchanan, and March will
showcase the art of Jim McCabe. Please come visit and view our wonderful local art.
The month of February the library will be offering 2 computer courses. Every Tuesday evening from 6-7:30 beginner computer courses will be offered. Wednesday nights from 6-7:30
we will host intermediate computer courses. Classes are limited to the first 18 to register.
These classes will be offered free of charge, but any pages printed will be charged $.20 per

From the Friends...

The Newsletter Goes Digital!! The July-September issue

of BookBytes was the first issue that had been sent digitally
to those Friends members with email addresses on file. In
this digital age, many people prefer to have items such as
the library’s newsletter emailed to them instead of the traditional mail route. The first electronic issues were a huge
success, and we will continue to email newsletters to those
members wishing us to do so. Should you be interested in
receiving your newsletter by email, please let us know by
supplying an email address. You may either call the library
and ask to be placed on the email list or you may email us
at libraryfairfield@gmail.com.

Although May is typically the month to renew your Friends membership, and BookBytes is a
perk of being a member, we accept dues all year
long. In checking our membership list, we see that
many Friends members have not kept up-to-date.
The Friends of the Library play a vital role in helping fund programming for
the library year-round.
Your membership is a key
piece which keeps this
wheel turning. Please
continue to pay your dues
and help the library better
serve our community.
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Our phone system at the library will be undergoing
a few changes in the near future. When all is complete, an automated attendant will answer the
phone, give you our operating hours, and provide
the caller with several options. This new system
will also provide the library
with the ability to let the
public know when the library is closed either for
holidays, bad weather, or
staff training days. Our
goal is to provide our patrons with as much information as possible in the
simplest way.
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We would like to welcome
the newest addition to our
crew—John McCutcheon.
John is our new Adult Services Librarian who will coordinate programming for our
local adults as well as revitalize our bookmobile. He is a
graduate of both Clemson
University (undergraduate)
and the University of South
Carolina (MLIS). We look
forward to utilizing John’s
skills, especially in getting our bookmobile out and about
the county. If you know of anyone who could benefit
from the bookmobile service, please let John know.

Just for Kids
The Halloween Spook-tacular in October as well as the Library’s Trim-theTree Party with Santa in December were both a huge success. Halloween
was the hit of the season with over 150 participants. Children and adults
enjoyed the costume contest as well as a trunk-or-treat in the parking lot. In
December, Santa was the talk of the library as almost 50 kids and their parents got to tell Santa what they wanted for Christmas. Many used this opportunity to maybe redeem themselves for those times they were naughty.
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Library Events ~~~ January — March, 2017
Main Library
Jan 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 @ 10:30 am

Storytime (All Ages)

Jan 19 @ 6:30 pm

Fuse Bead Fun (Ages 6 &
Up)

Jan 20 @ 4:00 pm

Lego Club (1st Grade & Up)

Jan 25 @ 5:00 pm

Friends Board Meeting

Feb 7, 14, 21, 28@ 10:30 am

Storytime (All Ages)

Feb 7, 14, 21, 28 @ 6:00 pm

Beginner Computer Classes

Feb 8, 15, 22, Mar 1 @ 6:00 pm

Intermediate Computer
Classes

Feb 13 @ 4:30 pm

DIY Valentines

Feb 17 @ 4:00 pm

Lego Club (1st Grade & Up)

Feb 22 @ 5:00 pm

Friends Board Meeting

Mar 1 @ 6:00 pm

Library Commission
Meeting

Mar 7, 14, 21, & 28 @ 10:30 am

Storytime (All Ages)

Mar 9 @ 5:30 pm

Minecraft Madness

Mar 17 @ 4:00 pm

Lego Club (1st Grade & Up)

Mar 29 @ 5:00 pm

Friends Board Meeting

The Library Will Be
CLOSED:

Monday, January
16, 2017
In Observance of
Martin Luther
King, Jr. Day

